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Construction Update!

The masons have been 
hard at work and now the 
office addition has walls!

Here’s what else happened 
on-site last week:

D & L Grading delivered 
an extra load of stone 
to the site. This allowed 
us to level things out as 
scaffolds were set up.

JC Building Systems built temporary railings and installed 
hole coverings in the new pre-cast plank for safety. JCBS also 
began setting up for a small concrete pour in the sanctuary, 
removed the iron cross from the old cupola, and performed 
some select demolition needed where new walls extend 
beyond the existing roof line.

Lyons Electric spent time working in the lower level. Most of 
the work installed last week was related to new lighting.

Masterfoam began the application of the new spray-applied 
insulation to the underside of the roof deck in the sanctuary 
attic.

Faith, Learning, and Books About Je sus
If last week’s ar ti cle about faith and learn ing was 
about the val ue of a dai ly dose, today’s is about 
the pow er of a deep dive. Last week I wrote 
about how a sim ple morning de vo tion al can set 
the tone for the day and set us on the path for 
grow ing in practi cal spir i tu al wis dom.

This week I want to com mend the im por tance of 
pe ri od i cal ly div ing more deeply into the vast col-
lec tion of his tor i cal and the o log i cal writ ings that 
con sti tute our spir i tu al in her i tance as fol low ers of 
Christ. 

And where is a bet ter place to be gin than a 
deep study of the life and teach ings of Je sus of 
Nazareth? We should be gin with the Gospels, of 
course! They are the first four books of the New 
Tes ta ment: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. If you 
were to ask me as one of your pas tors, which of 
the four I would pick as a start ing place I would 
say the Gospel of Luke. Why? It be gins with the 
birth nar ratives that we hear each Christ mas 
and which warm the heart. It in cludes most, 
if not all, of the Gospel of Mark as well as oth-
er teach ings and say ings of Je sus not found in 
Mark. It has the Ser mon on the Plain (less well 
known than the Ser mon on the Mount found 
in Matthew’s Gospel, but equal ly pow er ful). It is 
the only gospel in which you can find the para-
ble of the prodi gal son and the para ble of the 
good Samaritan, two of the most pur pose ful and 
pow er ful sto ries Je sus told. And, it em pha sizes 
the role of the Holy Spir it in the life of Christ and 
those who fol low him.

Sup pose we have read the four Gospels, per haps 
more than once, or we are look ing to draw clos er 
to Je sus through con tin u ing our stud ies, or we 
are look ing for a more con tem po rary voice to 
guide us in our un der stand ing of the Gospels. 
What can be our next step?

Continued on the next page

Addition to the sanctuary

The new administration area

Continued on the next page
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Continued from page 1

This is the third ar ti cle in Pas tor Bruce’s four part se ries on the impor tance of learn ing for grow ing in faith and spir i tual i ty.

Continued from page 1

In the years since the writ ing of the Gospels, many oth er au thors have tak en up their pens to write about Jesus and 
to guide peo ple like you and me into deep er and broad er un der stand ing.

It has been said that there are more books, more words, writ ten about Je sus of Nazareth than about any oth er per-
son in his to ry. If I were asked to day to sug gest a hand ful of books from all the oth ers, these are the ones I would 
sug gest:

• The Je sus I Nev er Knew, Philip Yancey
• Je sus Through the Cen turies: His Place in the His to ry of Cul ture, Jaroslav Pe likan
• The Mean ing of Je sus: Two Vi sions, Mar cus Borg and N.T. Wright
• Free ing Je sus: Re dis cov er ing Je sus as Friend, Teacher, Sav ior, Lord, Way, and Pres ence, Di ana But ler Bass
• Je sus: A Pil gri mage, Ja mes Mar tin
• Rab bi Je sus: An In ti ma te Bi o grap hy, Bru ce Chil ton

This list is in no par tic u lar or der of im por tance or in cli na tion. It is also clear ly not exhaus tive. It is, how ev er, sug ges-
tive of a wide range of un der stand ings and con sid er ations. These au thors have in tegrity and skill. They speak with 
diff er ent voic es from differ ent per spec tives. Each has depth and val ue. Each book will off er us in sight and inspi ra-
tion, and will also chal lenge us to think more deeply and to live more faith ful ly.

Bless ings to all of you as you con tin ue to grow in faith, and as you con sid er a deep er dive into the his to ry and the-
ol o gy of our faith. Please feel free to reach out to me if you find your self read ing one of these books and are look ing 
for a con ver sa tion part ner. I love a good con ver sa tion!

Grace and peace,  
Pas tor Bruce

Paun Construction topped out the north and south walls of the new 
office addition and are continuing work on the east wall. Then they will 
move onto the sanctuary addition.

Sunbelt Rentals picked up the temp heaters we used over the winter 
months and their scope is now complete.

A view of the admin area from the 
sanctuary addition

Pr. Bill standing 
in what will be 

his office!

https://foxpointchurch.org/
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Garden Sale!
Mark your calendars for dates to 
purchase beautiful flowers at FPLC. You'll 
have colorful flowers for your home 
and at the same time support FPLC's 
Tanzania Scholarship Fund! 

NOW through May 8—Come choose 
a lovely multi-colored pansy bowl for your patio or for someone 
special. Pansies are hardy and will hold up well in the cool days/
nights of May in Wisconsin! On sale now at the church office 
Monday-Thursday from 8 am – 3 pm. Price: $20/ea. (If we sell out 
prior, we won't hold the sale on Saturday, May 8.)

Saturday, May 22—We'll have an assortment of gorgeous hanging 
baskets. This later date helps ensure that the weather will be a bit 
warmer for the more delicate plants.

In addition to purchasing plants, the proceeds of which go to the 
Tanzania Scholarship Fund, we will also accept cash donations.

NEW this year: We'll also be selling our terrific Mt. Meru coffee at 
the plant sales. Support our Tanzania programs and have some 
delicious home-brewed coffee each day! (It makes great gifts for the 
coffee lover in your life!) The coffee is also available for purchase in 
the church office.

	 Service Day is BACK!
Like everything else in the last year, 
it's a little bit different this year with 
COVID precautions in place, but we 
can do it! Two of our partners are 
holding their workdays on the same 

weekend—Serenity Inns and All Peoples Church.

SI is looking for 7-8 folks to clean carpets, ceiling fans, 
etc. and 4 more to work in the yard on May 15 from 9 
am – noon. To sign up or ask questions, please contact 
FPLC member Lorraine Buehler; lcbuehler@cs.com.

All Peoples has something for just about everyone! Bed prepping, 
planting, weeding, painting, garden repairs, laying wood chips and 
even some trash pick up! Their work days are split up into 3 half-day 
shifts to enable people to spread out: Saturday, May 15 am or pm and 
Sunday, May 16 pm. To sign up or ask questions, please contact FPLC 
member Mark Smith; markskimail@aol.com.

How Did We Get Here?
Over the past months our nation has 
experienced a state of unrest and 
upheaval, incivility and injustice, 
distrust and discord. People have 
been harmed. Lives have been lost. 
Our faith teaches us that love for 
our neighbor sits in the heart of the 
Christian way of life, the Christian 
ethic. That ethic entails both personal 
relationships and societal ones. In 
order to better discern what we can 
do as Christians to live faithfully in 
these times, it is helpful to understand 
more deeply how we got here. To 
that end, the Social Justice Team at 
FPLC has sponsored a lecture series 
by guest speaker Reggie Jackson, and 
a small group discussion of the film, 
Just Mercy.

FPLC's social justice committee will 
be hosting a book discussion of 
White Fragility by Robin DiAngelo. 
Are you interested in joining with 
other members of our congregation 
to reflect on some of the emotional, 
societal, and historical structures 
that make authentic discussions 
about race so difficult, and in so 
doing to take an important step 
toward making things better? If so, 
please consider participating in this 
important study.

Dates: Wednesdays May 19, June 2, 
16 and 30
Time: 7-8:30 pm
Location: Zoom
To Register Click: Registration From

https://foxpointchurch.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c054ca4af2ba7f94-book
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Who's Ready for Some Golf?
Our Golf Classic committee is hard at work planning our 19th annual event. Social 
distancing works well with golf, so we hope to resurrect all the fun the Classic has to 
offer for serious golfers and novices alike – think fun games, sponsorships, a raffle and 
prizes. At the same time, the Golf Classic serves as a major source of funding for our 
outreach programs that impact many in our community and beyond. After missing last 
year, we have lots of funds to raise! Our plans are to hold it on a Friday with a morning 
start similar to what was done in 2019. 
But We Want to Hear From YOU! Please click the link below for a very brief survey. We 
need to know how the Golf Classic fits in your plans this year—whether as a golfer, 
volunteer and/or sponsor—and which month you can attend. Fill Out the Survey!

Infant Massage
Learn to connect and bond with your baby through the power 
of Infant Massage. This one-hour class is a wonderful way for 
parents and their babies from birth to 6 months old to connect. 
Please be prepared to Zoom—all you need is yourself in comfy 
clothes, your baby(s) and a blanket. 

You'll be taught the head-to-toe infant massage techniques 
that parents need to comfort, reduce irritability, help baby 
sleep faster and sleep longer, and to overall connect with baby 
in a positive loving touch in this one hour complementary 
class. The class is limited to 6 parents per date. Please contact 
Angie Biersach, FPLC member, parent, and certified infant 
massage instructor with questions or to RSVP for the class (see 
contact info below). 

Dates: May 21, June 18, July 16, August 20, September 17, 
October 22, November 19, December 17
Time: 2 – 3 pm
Fee: No charge
Instructor: Angie Biersach, MA, CCLS, CFLE, CIMI; 
angiebiersach@gmail.com or 414-207-2808

Volunteer at The Gathering!
The Gathering is committed 
to serving their guests, 

even during Covid-19. They've adjusted their 
methods of sanitizing, preparing & distributing 
food to ensure safety. They need your help!

If you are healthy and willing, they'd love to 
have your help packaging bag lunches. This is 
a great opportunity for Confirmation students 
to give to their community. We request that 
an adult either volunteer with each student 
or that you arrange for them to join another 
Confirmation family attending the event who 
can get them home or stay with them until 
they are picked up.

The FPLC dates fill up quickly but check for 
cancellations: FPLC Volunteer Dates.

If these dates are full, volunteer on dates that 
aren't specifically for FPLC by going to their 
website: Community Volunteer.

Dinner Fellowship
Do you have a great recipe that feeds a group? How about doubling that? You'll have a great meal for 
yourself AND you can take the meal to the men at Serenity Inns so they have a filling, delicious meal 
too! Volunteers can eat with the men or you may drop off dinner due to Covid-19. They follow Covid-19 

protocols if you choose to stay to eat. Not a cook? No problem—order out and have it delivered to them or get 
takeout and take it to Serenity. 

Serenity Inns provides a safe home for men in Milwaukee to recover from their addiction to drugs or alcohol. FPLC 
volunteers provide 3 dinners a month for the residents. To sign up and learn more about the Covid-19 protocols click 
Make a Meal. Do you have questions? Lorraine Buehler, FPLC member & long-time Serenity Inns volunteer can help! 
Email Lorraine at lcbuehler@cs.com. 

https://foxpointchurch.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdEYK80wHehrZXyLAEf8hd2inuNnRLuWwb0CqRr3uh074NOkw/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&gxids=7628
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c054ca4af2ba7f94-thegatheringbag
http://www.thegatheringwis.org/individual-volunteer-information
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c054ca4af2ba7f94-thegatheringbag
https://foxpointchurch.org/serenity-inns-meals/
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Confirma  ion Service Opportunities
Bay Bridge is another 
group making lunches on 

a monthly basis for Just One More Ministry (JOMM) 
food bank. Their spots are going quickly so you will 
likely be looking at dates in June or later. Sign up 
while they are still available! For information and to 
sign up: Bay Bridge JOMM

If you are looking for information on opportunities 
through church, click HERE. Check occasionally as we 
try to put new opportunities here as they come up.

High School Youth Group 
We hope you join Stephanie 
weekly for the Soul Search-
ing unit. We will continue to 
answer the questions:
• What is a soul?
• Why is my soul important?

• How should I take care of my soul?
• How does my soul impact people around me?

Feel free to contact Stephanie with any questions at 
stephanie@foxpointchurch.org.  
Zoom Meeting Link: 
https://iu.zoom.us/j/89693578820#success Confirmation Workshops

# 7: April 20 / 21 # 8: April 27 / 28
For more information, see our website: Confirmation.

April 25; 7 pm 
Soul Searching

May 2; 7 pm 
Soul Searching

Peeps Academy
Peeps Academy is the scholastic support program at All Peoples Church. The information here covers 
the basics of what they are doing and how you can support their students as they grow in knowledge, 
wisdom and experience!

Did you sign up to tutor this summer? Orientation and training will be held this Sunday April 25, 2-4 pm at 
All Peoples Church, 2600 North Second Street. If you are interested in joining the group as a tutor, contact FPLC 
member Debbie McGregor, 414-405-1558 or Mrs.Debbie.Mcgregor@gmail.com.

Little Free Libraries: All Peoples' Little Free Libraries need a little TLC, which should happen at their Spring Garden 
Work Weekend (May 15/16), which is our Service Day. This summer, they want to fill their 3 libraries with a variety of 
books like cookbooks (especially featuring vegetables), Bible story books, books about nature and activity books for 
children.

Book Reading Videos: All Peoples is creating a small bank of read-aloud videos to use with their younger Peeps 
Academy children. Record a short book—about 15 minutes and upload it to their Google drive. Click Here.

Back-to-School Book Bags: All Peoples' kids were busy learning at home during most of the 2020-2021 school 
year. Whatever the place, whatever the mode, our kids will need a little help in order to be ready to do their best in a 
new year. FPLC is partnering with Winkies Toys and Variety! again this year to purchase school supply packs. We also 
hope to donate backpacks and scientific calculators. Stay tuned for more information coming soon!

Bread of Healing  
Vaccination Help Needed
The Bread of Healing Ministries health clinic at Cross Lutheran Church is administering Covid 
vaccines to eligible people in the community surrounding their church. They are recruiting 

people to help. If you are willing to volunteer please go to their information and sign-up page at Bread of Healing 
Vaccination Help.

New Tutoring 
Information!

https://foxpointchurch.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044dadab2daaff2-monthly
https://foxpointchurch.org/child-ministries-intro-3/
https://iu.zoom.us/j/89693578820#success
https://foxpointchurch.org/zdraft-middle-school/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1eiATkHqWqq3-N-3xsGxhT7pbf4LnTr1v
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4aacab28a7ff2-bread
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4aacab28a7ff2-bread
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Prayer LisT
All	in	The	Family

Prayer Requests
Now you can make 
a prayer request 
through our 
website. Click Prayer 
Requests to submit 
a form or submit 
a request through 
email—church@
foxpointchurch.org.

We will see you again on Sunday, April 25, for 
a virtual Service!

If you or your family need anything we can help 
you with, call the office at 414-352-8990 or email 
church@foxpointchurch.org!

See our webpage for all information  
regarding virtual worship, outreach,  
and children & youth programs. Click →
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“5 for Faith” is our fun, fast, family-oriented online 
Sunday School. Each week we offer five 5-minute 
activities to help grow your family’s faith. Do one ac-
tivity or try them all! You can find “5 for Faith” on our 
website or click the Fox Point Kids graphic!

On our “Kids and Youth” page you can find our “Little 
Foxes” videos! The target age for these videos is pre-
kindergarten. New videos are released each week and 
include a song, story, craft, and activity for children to 
follow along. Click the Little Foxes graphic.

Monday Food Drives 
When: Every Monday; 10 am – 2 pm outside the church 
office! PLEASE, no glass jars! We need nutritional, non-per-
ishable foods, diapers, personal care products & hand crank 
can openers. 

Are you 
thinking about 
what annuals, 
perennials or 

garden tools you might need this 
year? Before you shop, stop in the 
FPLC church office to pick up a 
Bayside Garden Center gift card, 
(which cannot be purchased at 
Bayside Gardens).

We receive 15% of the proceeds from 
every card we sell, for our Tanzania 
scholarship fund!

Don't have a garden? No problem! 
Bayside has lovely indoor plants and 
decorations for you or to give as gifts!

Condolences
Our heartfelt sympathy, thoughts and prayers are with Marilyn Haker on the passing of her beloved husband 
William (Bill) Haker. Loving father of Pam (Tony) Pecoraro and adoring grandfather of Camille. 

Bill was an active member of FPLC for 49 years serving as a member and then Chair of the Endowment Board for 
many years.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfg05ihLzTtIFPxG7mNVbqviMdatjoLuj13XNAqKNWris0cCg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&gxids=7628
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfg05ihLzTtIFPxG7mNVbqviMdatjoLuj13XNAqKNWris0cCg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&gxids=7628
https://foxpointchurch.org/
https://foxpointchurch.org/ministries-2/
https://foxpointchurch.org/ministries-2/


This devotion, written by FPLC member  
Mary Buscher, was originally  

sent by email on April 14.

 

Hello!

“A happy heart makes the face cheerful.” – Proverbs 15:13

I wonder if “Put on a Happy Face” from Bye Bye Birdie sprung from that verse! I sure needed a 
smiley face as we woke up to day five without Internet service. Our carrier updated the status 
saying that 821 of us were in the same boat. On Sunday, we missed our FPLC worship service. 
This outage was starting to take me hostage; my heart was not happy, my face did not look 
cheerful. This boat was sinking.

“Be completely humble and gentle, be patient, bearing one another in love.”  
           – Ephesians 4:2

At first, my frustration let me see only what was missing; then the Holy Spirit patiently 
guided me elsewhere. I am stubborn so it was a slow process, but my gratefulness for little 
things started growing. Locating essential phone numbers and driving to FPLC so that Jo 
Ann could scan the devotion and Stacia could send it out – thank you dear ones! A warm day 
let me open the porch; our library has computers available and our first doses of the Covid 
vaccine were on board. Our kitty, Minna pushed her sweet purring self onto my head in the 
night and we got to savor delicious Mandarin Tree oranges and huge Cosmic Crisp apples…
the boat was sailing again! God’s abundance right in front of my nose! His gifts of love are 
humbling and incredibly plentiful ! 

“Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself.” – Matthew 6:34

My world became calmer, my mood lighter and more prayerful, my pace a little steadier and 
my heart more connected…not to the Internet, but to books and people and sights and 
sounds, all of God’s creations!

“I will meditate on all your works and consider all your mighty deeds.” – Psalm 77:12

We pray together- 
Loving Father, thank you for slowing us down with your wisdom and love as our guides. 
Examine our hearts and create the kind of calm that only you can impart. Fill us with wonder. 
Touch us with peace. Transform our hearts and souls, opening them to goodness and 
kindness for all. Amen.

May we all recognize God’s abundance in our lives this week! – Mary


